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NATIONAL REPORT 


Powell Asks FBI Probe Of Death Threat 

Harlem Congressman Adam Clayton Powell last 
week received his first death threat for spearheading 
a Congressional civil rights bloc and masterminding 
a National Prayer Campaign to aid Montgomery bus 
strikers, JET learned exclusively. Powell, who may 
employ bodyguards, said he would ask the FBI to 
study some 300 threatening letters receivea since he 
announced his stand on the Montgomery protest 
move. The death threat came as Powell held a press 
conference at his office, urging President Eisen- 
hower to take a stand to halt mounting race tensions 
in Dixie. An anonymous caller told his secretary 
“I’m going to get all of youn..... s. I’m coming 
right up there with my gun.” The incident caused 
excitement among the Democratic solon’s office 
corps, but they passed it off as a prank. On being 
told of the phone threat, Powell also learned secre- 
taries had been keeping from him a batch of nasty 
letters received at the office. 
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S. C. NAACP Official’s Motel Fired On 2nd Time 

The second shotgun blast in eight days was fired from 
a passing automobile into a motel owned by state NAACP 
secretary Mrs. Andrew W. Simpkins in Columbia, S. C. 
The buckshot knocked out a neon sign which said “col- 
ored” in front of the Simbeth Motor Court. Neither shot 
injured anyone. Several weeks ago, a charge of buckshot 
was fired into the front door of the home of James M. 
Hinton, state NAACP president. 


Rev. Lee’s Death Not Federal Matter, Says FBI 

The search for the murderers of Beizoni, Miss., pastor, 
Rev. George W. Lee, was thrown back into the laps of Mis- 
sissippi authorities by Atty. Gen. Herbert Brownell, who 
said an FBI probe showed the death had no connection 
with Negro voting rights. Lee’s shot-riddled body was 
found in his wrecked car in Belzoni last May 7, shortly 
after he had refused to remove his name from the Hum- 
phreys County voting list. 
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wD Rat Victim: 


After rats had 
chewed his face 
and almost 
gnawed away 
his thumb while 
helayinhis 
crib, 5-month- 
old Nathaniel 
Conners recov- 
ers in a Detroit 
hospital. The in- 
fant lived with 
his parents and 
three small 
brothers in a 
flimsy, rotting 
building de- 
scribedasa 
“filthy hovel.” 
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A‘Top Rung’ 
Award: Cited as 
the first Negro 
woman principal of 
a Philadelphia se- 
nior high school, 
Dr. Ruth Wright 
Hayre (r.) is pre- 
sented a ‘‘Top 
Rung’’ award by 
Hannah Mitri of 
Mitrana School of 
Modeling, and Har- 
ry Sylk, Philadel- 
phia Eagles foot- 
ball team official. 





Ike Asks ‘Patience’ In Integration Drive 

Urging “moderation” on both sides of the school de- 
segregation dispute, President Eisenhower ruled out a 
White House conference of Negro and white leaders, and 
made a second plea for Congress to create a bi-partisan 
commission to study the problem. He asked proponents 
of desegregation to be “patient without being compla- 
cent,” and to remember that the South was acting within 
the law when it segregated schools. 


TWA Hires Ist Negro In Non-Maintenance Job 

A 23-year-old Howard University psychology graduate 
was appointed TWA reservation agent and became the 
first Negro hired by a major Los Angeles air line in a 
non-maintenance capacity. Gwendolyn Allen, who re- 
ceived her job through the Los Angeles Urban League, 
works at International Airport. 


Ist Negro Judge Named In St. Louis 

A 37-year-old attorney, Theodore McMillan, was named 
judge of the St. Louis Circuit Court and became the first 
Negro circuit judge in Missouri. A native St. Louisan, 
McMillan had been assistant circuit attorney. 










D1 New Liberian Envoy: Arriving in Washington, D. C., as 
new ambassador from Liberia, George A. Padmore (c.) and 
one of his sons are greeted by Victor Purse, U. S. deputy 
chief of protocol. Ambassador Padmore succeeeds Clar- 
ence L. Simpson, now ambassador to Great Britain. 


NAACP Under Fire In The Carolinas And La. 

The NAACP was under fire in three Dixie states as: 1) 
South Carolina legislators passed a bill to fire all public 
employees who are members of the organization; 2) North 
Carolina NAACP officials appealed a Superior Court ruling 
requiring them to register as an out-of-state corporation 
and lobbying group, and 3) A Louisiana state court was 
asked to halt all NAACP activities during delay in an 
injunction hearing on the state’s lawsuit to force the 
group to file annual membership lists or quit operations. 


Negro Fla. State Official Suspended For ‘Boasting’ 

A Negro assistant state attorney, Henry Arrington, who 
allegedly boasted that his Miami office was integrated and 
white stenographers took his dictation, was suspended by 
Florida’s Gov. Leroy Collins. The state is investigating 
charges that Arrington was guilty of “breach of confi- 
dence and misconduct.” 
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3 Ala. Boycotters Freed; 90 Face One-A-Day Trial 

In Montgomery, Ala., three of 93 persons indicted under 
a 1921 anti-boycott law had their cases dismissed for lack 
of evidence as Rev. M. L. King Jr. became the first of the 
remaining 90 to be tried on a one-a-day basis as a result 
of their refusal to ride city busses. Circuit Judge Eugene 
Carter overruled a defense motion that the charges 
against all the Negroes be thrown out on grounds that 
the anti-boycott law was unconstitutional. He also barred 
a New York NAACP lawyer from the case. 


Says Beauty Treatment Hurt, Seeks $30,650 

A Washington, D. C., matron, who requested a complete 
beauty treatment for her hair last April and alleged she 
came away with an inflamed scalp, an infected ear and 
permanent disfigurement, sued Charles B. Elam, salon 
owner, for $30,650 damages in District Court. Attractive 
Mrs. Vivian Davis, 24, an Army we Service ——. 
said she lost $500 . 
in pay and hada 
$129 doctor bill. 


> 


D] Snack Time: 
Taking a de- 
cided interest in 
the Girl Scouts’ 
annual cookie 
sale, Cookie, a 
Denver, Colo., 
zoo elephant, 
gobbles up bak- 
ery delicacies of- 
fered by Scouts 
Gail Hawkins 
(1.) and Lauretta 
Smith. The 
cookie sale helps 
finance Girl 
Scout camp. 
































MISS. ‘JUSTICE’ PREVAILS; 
; j In the same 
Sumner, Miss., 
courtroom in 
which two white 
men were ac- 
quitted in the 
kidnap-slaying 
of Chicago 
schoolboy Em- 
mett Till last 
summer, an all- 
male jury found 
white cotton gin 
operator Elmer 
Otis (Buddy) 
; Kimbell not guil- 
Defense lawyer J. W. Kellum (with cli- ty of the murder 
ent Elmer Kimbell) got third acquittal. of Negro gas sta- 
tion attendant Clinton Melton. To Kimbell himself the 
verdict was a surprise: “I didn’t know what to expect. 
I thought I might have been convicted.” There were 
others who thought so, too. Said J. R. Flautt, president 
of the Glendora, Miss., Lions Club: “I’d say that 85 per 
cent of the peopie in this community are disgusted with 
the way this turned out.”” The jury came in for censure 
from wealthy Mississippi planter M. P. Sturdivant II, 
who declared: “Every last one of them was from the 



















Death Of Frozen D. C. Tot Spurs Hunt For Mother 

A frozen baby, found on a doorstep on Jan. 29, lost its 
battle for life at D. C. General Hospital and police 
launched an intensive probe to learn its identity. The 
two and one half-month-old baby boy was once pro- 
nounced dead, then revived before he finally succumbed. 
A preliminary coroner’s report said his heart was irrepa- 
rably damaged by freezing. 
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WHITE SLAYER GOES FREE 
hill country, [@ 

where there are 
a lot of ignorant 
people.” And col- 
umnist Max Ler- 
ner wrote from 
New York: “The 
Sumner jury has 
done it again, 
acquittinga 
murderer be- 
cause he has the 
color of skin that 
can do no wrong 
to a man witha 
different skin —— “6 oN 
color.” In ac- Rev. William Harris (with Clinton Mel- 
quitting Kim- ¢on’s dad, Folie) was hurt by decision. 
bell, the jury had swept aside testimony that Kimbell 
cursed, threatened and shot the unarmed Melton over 
an argument as to A0w much gas to put in Kimbell’s 
car. Other interesting and unconsidered facts: (1) 
Kimbell is a close friend of J. W. Milam, accused as 
slayer of Emmett Till; 2) Kimbell shot Melton to death 
with Milam’s shot gun; 3) the car Kimbell drove from 
the death scene was Milam’s; 4) he drove straight to 
Milam’s house. 














White Lawyer Jailed For Probing Jury Bias 

White Atlanta attorney, Reuben E. Garland, was sen- 
tenced to four days in jail after County Court Judge E. E. 
Andrews ruled him in contempt of court for questioning 
prospective jurors in a case of a Negro robbery suspect 
on their views on segregation. Garland had asked the 
jurors if the recent Supreme Court rulings had caused 
them to have ill feeling or prejudice toward the defendant. 
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Wl Boy’s Club Gets Carver Portrait: Unveiling a painting 
of late scientist George Washington Carver at New York’s 
Kennedy Memorial Boy’s Club, Rev. David Licorish, Fran- 
cis Cardinal Spellman, Channing Tobias and Dr. Blank 
Hobday (1. to r.) discuss portrait by Arthur G. Larned. 


Probe Charges Ex-Island Gov. Gave Friends Contract 

A House subcommittee launched a probe into charges 
that ex-Virgin Island governor Archie Alexander awarded 
a $445,000 road contract to a company of his former white 
Des Moines, Iowa, business associates while serving in 
office; then revoked it for “irregularities” before resign- 
ing. Philadelphia Congressman Earl Chudoff said it was 
charged that Alexander was eased out of office by the In- 
terior Dept., under the guise of ill health, and an FBI 
probe diverted. Alexander currently heads a D. C. firm 
with a $2 million bridge and reservoir job. 


N. Y. Personnel Club Elects Ist Negro Member 

Mrs. Theresa G. Martin, New York Urban League em- 
ployment supervisor, was elected to membership in the 
38-year-old Personnel Club of New York and became its 
first Negro member. 
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Judge Thomas E. Dickens of the City 
Court of New York was nominated by 
Gov. Averell Harriman for a $30,000-a- 
year post in the Court of General Ses- 
sions in New York. Judge Dickens, 44, 
has held his $22,000-a-year City Court 
post since November, 1955, when he was 
elected by popular vote. Judge Dickens 

ill fill the Sessions Court vacancy made 
by the resignation of Judge Francis L. 
Valente. Confirmation of Judge Dickens ‘ 
by the State Senate was unanimous. T. E. Dickens 


Nolle R. Smith Gets Diplomatie Pest In Ecuador 

A former Hawaii legislator, Nolle R. Smith, was assigned 
by the U. S. government as finance and budget advisor 
for Quito, Ecuador. A former tax expert in the Virgin 
Islands, Smith was scheduled to stop over in Washington 
for a 10-day course in the government’s diplomacy school 
before flying to Miami, Fla., to meet his wife, Eva. 


Ex-Slave, 112, Contests Nephew’s Will In Ala. 

A 112-year-old ex-slave, Mrs. Mittie Warren, filed a suit 
in Birmingham, Ala., to break the will of a nephew, Dave 
W. Warren, 83, who died and left a tract of land worth 
several thousand dollars to Eloise Williams, the executrix 
of his will. Charging that Miss Williams falsely repre- 
sented herself as a daughter of the dead man, Mrs. War- 
ren claimed Mr. Warren had no children. 





60 Per Cent Of Negroes Still In South 

Despite mass migration, 60 per cent of the U. S. 
Negro population lives in 11 southeastern states 
from Texas to Virginia, according to a University of 
Chicago survey. Georgia and Nerth Carolina have 
more than a million Negroes each, and New York is 
the only northern state with nearly a million Ne- 
groes. Mississippi, with 45 per cent Negro population, 








has the highest state ratio. 








Thomas E. Dickens Named For $30,000 Judgeship 




































i Honorary Mayor: 
Named “honorary 
mayor of the town” 
in Syracuse, N. Y., 
Nelson Edwards, 12, 
gets a bronze 
plaque from Lin- 
coln Band presi- 
dent Carl H. Maar. 
Edwards won 
award by shining 
shoes to earn a 
12-day Salvation 
Army camp vaca- 
tion last year. 








Yesterday In Negro History 
March 24, 1870—The U. S. Senate rejected a treaty 
arranging for the purchase of the Danish West 
Indies. The islands were eventually purchased in 
1917 and renamed the Virgin Islands. 
March 27, 1947—Homer Loomis Jr., secretary-treas- 
urer of the Columbians, a white supremacy organ- 
ization, was sentenced to 30 months in prison 
for “usurpation of police = 
powers” after the organiza- 
tion set up an anti-Negro 
patrol in Atlanta in 1946. 
March 28, 1948 — George 
Wesley Harris, founder and 
editor of the weekly New 
York News and former Re- 
publican alderman, died at 
the age of 60 in New York 
City. 
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Confidential: Montgomery bus strikers privately are 
urging Detroit Congressman Charles Diggs to call 
off his on-the-spot probe of Alabama racism. Rea- 
son: they fear the added northern influence will 
hurt their cause ... Word is out that Adlai Steven- 
son will appoint a Negro to his personal staff after 
the Florida primary, his only vote try in the Deep 
South. His rival, Estes Kefauver, was criticized by 
Florida newspapers for hiring Frank Reeves. The 
reaction temporarily halted similar Stevenson plans 
... Don’t expect the White House to slate a meeting 
of Negro and white southerners. Say Ike’s aides: 
such a meet would be pointless and controversial. 
* ok * 


Topsy-Turvy D. C.—The biggest D. C. fight concerns 
the behind-the-scenes action of the board of a na- 
tional Negro women’s organization, which has re- 
fused to support the Powell anti-school segregation 
amendment. ..One of the Negro congressional aides 
is being accused of “passing.” The secretary refuses 
to pose for weekly newspapers . .. New York’s Marie 
Poston has asked Labor Dept. biggies to transfer her 
to Washington. 
* * * 

Story Of The Week: When Negro cotton worker Jim 
Winters, who filed a $25,000 suit last fall against Dr. 
T. R. M. Howard, was whisked from Mississippi, he 
was promised a $95-a-week job in Cleveland, Ohio. 
Four months later, the still unemployed Winters 
wrote to Mississippi friends for money to return. 
Result: Winters got his job pronto. 

—SIMEON BOOKER 




















| FOREIGN NEWS J 


Africans Object To Shutterbug, Stone Philly Lawyer 

A Pennsylvania tourist, glasses smashed by stone-throw- 
ing Africans who resented his taking pictures, was res- 
cued otherwise unhurt by police at Kampala, Uganda. 
Atty. Oliver Mosser of Allentown was photographing shan- 
ties when attacked. Police said natives objected to “for- 
eign” shutterbugs. 
Nigerian Dies After Slap By Tax Collector 

A Nigerian tax collector, Jimoh Adedeji, 34, was arrested 
and booked on a murder charge after he slapped a 28- 
year-old alleged tax evader named Alao, who later col- 
lapsed and died in Lagos. Adedeji pleaded not guilty in 
his preliminary court trial. 
Swede Spends 5 Yrs. Translating Bible Into Zulu 

A translation of the Bible into the Zulu language was 
announced by Swedish missionary Rev. G. S. O. Sarndal, 
who spent five years in South Africa making it. 





W Inspection 
Time: Touring 
the decks of the 
USS Forrestal, 
world’s largest 
naval vessel, 
Haitian presi- 
dent Paul E. 
Magloire in- 
spects Marine 
guardaboard 
the carrier, ac- 
companied by 
ship’s command- 
er, Capt. Roy L. 
Johnson. The 
huge carrier 
spent two days 
in Haiti. 
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Champ Bud Smith Charged With Child Neglect 

Lightweight champion Wallace (Bud) Smith was 
charged with failing to support his three children by 
his wife, Mrs. Bette Smith, in Cincinnati. Mrs. Smith, who 
swore out a warrant for her husband’s arrest, has a 
divorce suit pending. 
Leaves Jail To Stab Erring Wife, Surrenders 

A 31-year-old prisoner who learned that his wife had be- 
come pregnant during his three-year confinement, escaped 
from the Aiken (S. C.) County Stockade, stabbed his wife 
18 times when he found her talking to another man at 
their home, then surrendered to police. Coley Glover said 
he had been informed that his wife, Mary, had destroyed 
the unborn baby. 
After 21 Years, 6 Tots, Man Calls Mate Adultress 

A Washington father of six children, Joseph Towler, 
accused his wife of 21 years, Edna, of adultery. Towler 
said she and four of their children live with a George Brown. 
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W50th Year: 
Celebrating 50 
years of mar- 
riage, Mr. and 
Mrs. Homer 
Stimson cut a 
golden anniver- 
sary cake in 
Chicago. They 
married in Pres- 
ton, Miss., in 
1906, have seven 
children and 35 
grandchildren. 






































Hubby Bails Out Wife Who Plotted His Death 

Although his wife, Elsie, 36, was arrested in Philadel- 
phia along with three “hired assassins” when a plot to 
kill him went awry, 50-year-old Ulysses Grant Johnson 
relented when she said, “I’m sorry,” and paid $2,000 bail 
to keep her out of jail. Police said Mrs. Johnson and 
Roosevelt Austin, 32, planned the killing. Austin hired 
Joseph D. Smith, 28, and William Johnson, 32, to do the 
job for $300 but they tipped off the 50-year-old husband 
whose wife was to have paid the killers from the John- 
sons’ joint bank account. 


Jealous Atlantan Shoots Wife, Kills Self 

An angry Atlanta man who told his wife, “I can’t live 
with you and can’t live without you,” shot her in her 
head and shoulder then killed himself by firing a bullet 
into his right temple as his three terrified step-children 
looked on. Willie Morgan, 32, seriously wounded his wife, 
Sinnie, because he believed she was running around. 





WAStrange 
Things Happen- 
ing?: Although 
mimic George 
Kirby shows 
complete 
amazement at 
what he sees, 
the situation is 
not as queer as 
it .seems. It’s 
merely harpist 
Olivet Miller (1.) 
about to be 
bussed by her 
husband, Bert 
Gibson. 
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bX] Centenarian Marries: Although he’s 100 years old, 
Charley Steward of Tulsa, Okla., takes a bride, 50-year-old 
Beatrice Daniel, in a ceremony performed by Rev. R. J. 
Davis. As for honeymoon plans, Steward, who doesn’t 
wear glasses and isn’t gray, replied: “I may take her 
fishing.” 


Minister, Sweetheart Trapped In New Jersey Motel 

After telling police who knocked on a motel door that 
“No one is in here,” scantily-clad, married Rev. Winfred 
Moss, 40, and his sweetheart, Mrs. Dorothy Taylor, 41, 
clad only in a black slip, were arrested in Woodbridge, 
N. J. The couple was fined $50 each on a disorderly con- 
duct charge. Mrs. Taylor told JET her husband, Stanley, 
who had led police to the motel trysting place, left her 
and that Rev. Moss resigned from his Second Baptist 
Church pastorate in Rahway, N. J. 


‘Separated’ At Home 5 Years, Seeks Divorce 

A Washington high school teacher, James O. Snowden, 
who lived separately from his wife, Tealye, in the same 
house for five years sued for divorce on grounds of volun- 
tary separation. In an earlier suit he claimed his wife 
failed to cook for him and their 11-year-old son. 
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| EDUCATION | 


Fla. Maps Fight Over University Integration 

A Supreme Court directive ordering 
immediate admission of Virgil D. Haw- 
kins, 48, to the University of Florida Law 
School will be resisted “with every law- 
ful means,” Gov. Leroy Collins’ cabinet 
said. Meanwhile, Collins called a meeting 
of legal and educational leaders, includ- 
ing Dr. G. W. Gore of Florida A&M Uni- 
versity at Tallahassee, to plan for “main- 
taining our schools on their present |; “ 
basis.” Seeking further loopholes to bar Virgil Hawkins 
Negroes from white state schools, officials announced 
tighter admission requirements. 





Howard Prof Urges ‘Gradual’ Solving Of ‘Problem’ 

Howard University history professor, Dr. Rayford Logan, 
told an Atlanta audience that “gradualism” and “reason- 
ableness” should be used in solving race problems. While 
the word “gradualism” is in disrepute, said Dr. Logan, 
“hate is hardly a solution for any problem.” Current 
strides toward first-class citizenship have been a result 
of gradual achievement, he said. 


N. C. College Linguist Quits For Diplomatic Work 
Dr. Raleigh Morgan resigned his post as language pro- 
fessor at North Carolina College at Durham to begin a 
lecture tour of Nicaragua and Haiti under U.S. State Dept. 
auspices. Dr. Morgan, who speaks six languages, will be- 
come a State Department cultural attache in August. 


Negro Elected Prexy, Oxford Student Quits Club 

A white Oxford University student quit the Oxford 
Union Society, an organization of undergraduates, be- 
cause the group elected a Jamaica, BWI, Negro, Roy 
Dickson, president. Cedric Gunnery of University College, 
Oxford, wrote a letter to the Society declaring: “I wish 
to resign because a coloured gentleman has been elected 
to the presidency.” 
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}] Texas Governor Crosses Picket Lines: After delivering 
the inaugural address at installation of Dr. Samuel M. 
Nabrit as president of Texas Southern University, Texas 
Gov. Allan Shivers crosses NAACP, anti-segregation 
picket line as he leaves Houston campus with Dr. Nabrit 
(r.) and Board Chairman Mack H. Hannah (1.). 


Md. Teacher Charged With ‘Teaching’ Perversion 

A Baltimore teacher, charged with “educating three 
minors in perverted sex practices” and paying them for 
each lesson, was freed on $500 bond pending trial. Police 
said 29-year-old Daniel Jones taught the youngsters in 
the basement of his home. 
Charge ‘Kickbacks’ In Carolina Schools 

Negro schoolteachers in Eastern North Carolina are 
forced to “kickback” $10 to $160 of their salaries to prin- 
cipals, a Roberson County woman charged. Mrs. Patricia 
Steadman said the teachers and children are exploited 
in “nearly every school east of Durham.” One principal, 
she said, in a newspaper interview, told teachers “they 
could pay $75 or he could get young teachers who would 
be glad to pay it.” 
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Wi Averts School Riot: Calming tensions at Manuel High 
School in Peoria, Ill., after a theater scuffle between a 
young white usher and Negro youths almost caused stu- 
dent race riots, police matron Donna Sims chastises pupils 
at assembly. Disturbance leaders apologized on stage. 


Brazilian Teachers Jailed For Expelling Negro, 5 

A Brazilian husband and wife, guilty of expelling the 
adopted Negro son of white parents from their privately 
operated Happy School at Rio de Janeiro, were sentenced 
to a year in jail in the first case prosecuted under the 
1953 anti-bias law. Johannus and Silvia Lammeren were 
given a choice of jail terms or freedom under severe 
restrictions for expulsion of the five-year-old child. 


Texas Univ. Co-Op Houses Drop Ban On Negroes 

The University of Texas Cooperative Council voted 
unanimously to accept applications from Negroes next 
fall, and to abolish racial and religious discrimination in 
selecting students to live in the houses. The move came 
after the university announced that Negro undergradu- 
ates would be admitted to the school but not to university 
dormitories next term. 
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Philly Official’s Son Arrested For Assaulting N. Y. Cop 

Rev. Samuel Shepard, former assistant pastor of Brook- 
lyn’s big Concord Baptist Church and son of former 
Washington (D. C.) Recorder of Deeds Marshall Shepard, 
was arrested and booked for assaulting a policeman in 
New York. Shepard, 31, was accused by patrolman George 
Karmazim of creating a disturbance over payment for 
gasoline at a Harlem garage. The patrolman intervened 
as Shepard argued with the garage attendant, and during 
the ensuing exchange of words Rev. Shepard, the police- 
man said, assaulted him with his fists. 


Calif. Dancer Jailed In $12,000 Jewel Theft 

A 26-year-old dancer, Alex Erve, known professionally 
as Bonnie Briggs, was arrested in Los Angeles as he left a 
Federal Court hearing on a bad check charge, and ac- 
cused of stealing furs and jewelry valued at $12,000 from 
the parked car of opera singer Charles L. K. Davis. Accord- 
ing to police, Erve took a $4,000 blue sapphire ring, a $2,000 
platinum ring, and a pair of $1,300 diamond cuff links. 





bn Cleared of 
Dope Charges: 
Standing trial 
in Philadelphia 
on charges of 
possessing ben- 
zedrine tablets, 
drummer Art 
Blakey and Jan- 
ka Koenigswar- 
ter, a baroness’ 
daughter, were 
cleared after 
Janka showed 
prescription for 
drug. 


















































Feeling lifeless pulse, Norfolk policeman 
kneels at bedside of slain Diggs children. 


At morgue, coroner found Ruth Diggs 
pregnant. Police discounted it as motive. 
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On the chilly, 
spring morning of 
May 26, 1949, in 
Norfolk, Va., quiet, 
hard-working 
James Eddie Diggs 
arose early, dressed 
for work, and made 
his way to the 
kitchen where his 


pregnant wife, - 


Ruth, was busy 
getting breakfast. 
In a moment, an- 
gry voices, accom- 
panied by noises of 
scuffling and crash- 
ing furniture, 
broke loudly over 
the quiet house- 
hold. Then quickly, 
two shots rang out. 
Mrs. Diggs was 
shot dead. Again 
the gun in Diggs’ 
hand barked. This 
time it was emp- 
tied into the sleep- 
ing bodies of his 
two young sons— 
James Jr., 6, and 
Alphonso, 4. 

His entire family 
thus disposed of, 
James Eddie Diggs 
then locked the 


THE MAN. 
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THE FBI CANT FIND 


front door of his home and calmly 
walked off down Courtney Ave. To 
this day he has not been seen since—a 
fact that has made him one of the 
FBI’s “most wanted” men and possi- 
bly the one man they cannot find. 

What happened after Diggs turned 
his back on the locked doors of his ‘jeu E. Diggs: 
home and his dead family inade has < : ’ 
been as much of a source of baffle- ae Sy Fae. 
ment to police and the FBI as has the reasons for his 
triple murder. Yet, many facts behind his disappearance 
are clear, if not helpful, in his capture. 

The next day after the slaying, police, tipped off that 
“someone was dead,” found the bloody scene that 
launched a fruitless manhunt for the ex-air raid warden 
and former Masonic Lodge leader who apparently “just 
went haywire” and snuffed out three lives. 












Diggs bought murder house in 1943, had few visitors. Neighbors 
say “they weren’t the visiting kind,” quarreled often. 





23 


















~ 
. _— 
Lz o ccna. 1 
Daniel Diggs had quick visit 
from son, James, at Hamlet. 


Rex Howell miraculously lived 
after being shot by Diggs. 


Unwary Policeman Shot In Mouth By Fugitive 


Then four days later Diggs turned up at Hamlet, N. C. 
There, Police Sgt. Rex Howell halted a 1949 Chevvy at 
the outskirts of town. In the front seat, Vern Shearin 
and William Peaden identified themselves, told Howell 
they knew their backseat companion only as “Smitty.” 
Ordered outside after insisting “I left my wallet at 
home,” the six-foot “Smitty” stood calmly as Howell 
thumbed through his address book. When he looked up, 
the officer caught a bullet squarely in the mouth, fell 
bleeding in the roadway. He managed, however, to scrib- 
ble a note identifying the car and his assailant. Further 
down the road, Diggs freed his hostages, and sauntered 
into the woods bordering impenetrable Dismal Swamp. 
Because he fled Virginia, the FBI joined the hunt—is 
still hunting, armed only with the most inconclusive rea- 
sons for Norfolk’s most brutal murder. 

Neighbors, shocked at the crime, say Diggs occasion- 
ally quarreled with his wife, but seldom resorted to vio- 
lence. He was known to be “closemouthed,” had few 
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friends, rarely visited in the neighborhood. Police, re- 
calling his brief misdemeanor record, remember Diggs 
as basically a “good man,” who never got into the kind 
of trouble that leads to murder. Said former homicide 
chief Leon Nowitzky Sr., exploring one of the reasons ad- 
vanced for the crime: “If Diggs suspected the baby his 
wife carried wasn’t his, it was just a suspicion.” To his 
lodge brothers, Vern Shearin and William Peaden, 
charged as accessories to his escape from Norfolk, Diggs 
made no confession. His gunpoint command to “drive” 
kept Shearin behind the wheel until Diggs vanished in 
the woods near his home. Daniel Diggs, in failing health 
after a heart attack last year, does not remember what 
his son said when he rushed onto the porch at Hamlet 
shortly before he disappeared. The elder Diggs burned 
all pictures of his son, daughter-in-law, and grandchil- 
dren. But the FBI has not forgotten. In 100,000 post of- 
fices and law agencies, Diggs’ photo is scanned almost 
daily. Said Sgt. Howell, nearly killed by the fugitive, “We 
can make lots of mistakes looking for Diggs, but he can’t 
slip but once.” 





William Peaden was unwilling Vern Shearin drove getaway 
rider as Diggs fled Norfolk. car as Diggs sat in rear. 
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Three Washington- 
ians, including the 
' victim’s wife, were 
arrested on murder 
charges after the bad- 
ly-battered body of a 
former numbers op- 
erator, Orell Duncan, 
Simms Duncan James 27, was found buried 
in a wooded suburban section. After the body was iden- 
tified through fingerprints, Mrs. Janie Washington Dun- 
can, 38, estranged wife of the slain man; Edward James, 
27, her boy friend, and Calvin Simms, also 27, were ar- 
rested. A brother of Orell, Clovious, said Orell was killed 
because he co-operated with Internal Revenue agents in 
a delinquent tax case. Police said Duncan was fatally 
beaten with pop bottles in a Washington hotel room. 


D. C. Lawyer Jailed On Rape Charges 

A 44-year-old Washington, D. C., lawyer, Donald Weed, 
who was accused of holding 35-year-old Barbara Hogan 
in his apartment for 36 hours last month, was held in 
jail without bond on charges of rape, assault with intent 
to kill and maliciously disfiguring a woman. The Hogan 
woman told police Weed beat her, tied her to the bed, and 
slashed her with a razor blade during a five-day ordeal. 


White Woman Guilty In Death Of Negro GI 

An Anchorage, Alaska, white woman, Mrs. Helen Vir- 
ginia Smith, 30, was found guilty of manslaughter in the 
fatal stabbing of Negro soldier Charles A. Hart, 26, in a 
crowded bar last December. Mrs. Smith, whose sentencing 
was delayed, testified she stabbed Hart, from Clinton, S. C., 
after he asked her to dance. A white airman, Charles Hin- 
ton, who was also charged in the slaying, was acquitted. 


Fla. Cop Gets 2 Years For Attacking Negro Woman 

A white ex-policeman, 25-year-old George McLarty, was 
sentenced to two years in prison for aggravated assault 
on a Negro woman in Pensacola, Fla. 
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| WEEKLY ALMANAC || 


_. MOTHER OF THE WEEK. In Fort Worth, Texas, 
=== police picked up former mental patient Virginia 
Catherine Page, mother of five children, and decided she 
needed another mental examination. Reason: she ad- 
mitted holding her six-year-old son, Joe Friday JZJr., 
against a hot stove “to burn the devil out of him.” Said 
the woman of her children: “They all have the devil in 
them.” 





EXPLANATION OF THE WEEK. Before being 
fined $50 and given a 90-day suspended sentence 
for stealing a 49-cent bag of English walnuts, O. C. Tur- 
ner, 26, of Birmingham, Ala., was asked why he stole 
them. Replied Turner: “I guess it’s just the squirrel in 
me.” 


SP Sa? So 


.. SUICIDE ATTEMPT OF THE WEEK. Heart- 
= === broken because her boy friend was sentenced to 
99 years in prison for murder, a San Antonio, Texas, 
woman decided to commit suicide, leaped off the Neches 
River Bridge. However, she had hardly landed in the river 
when she climbed out. Reason for the change of plans: 
the water was too cold. 

_ ACCIDENT OF THE WEEK. Near Coushatta, La., 
== B. L. Boldwin stepped from a bus into the path 
of an auto, suffered a fractured leg in the resulting mis- 
hap while the car was “severely damaged.” Reason for 
the car’s damage: Boldwin weighs 300 pounds. 

, NAMESAKE OF THE WEEK. In Indianapolis, a 
* burglar set off three alarms in breaking into a 
anaiieed company and was called out by police who arrived 
on the scene before he escaped. The burglar: Willie Mays, 
23. But, police added, it was not the New York Giant base- 
ball star who had struck out. 
TITLE OF THE WEEK. In Las Vegas, singer 
= Sarah (Sassy) Vaughan got a new billing. The 
title: “The Princess of Wails.” 
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CHASE OF THE WEEK. In Atlanta, motorist 
Leroy Gates was arrested for drunken driving 
and other traffic violations after he: 1) sideswiped an 
ambulance and kept going; 2) was chased by the ambu- 
lance; 3) crashed into another car; and 4) was carried 
in the ambulance to a hospital with a broken knee. 


WARNING OF THE WEEK. In New Orleans, 
Asst. Police Supt. Guy Bannister revealed that 
he received a threatening voodoo letter three days before 
a home-made bomb addressed to the Police Department 
exploded in the post office Feb. 19, injuring two mail 
handlers. The letter, signed “Marie LeVeau I[I, Queen of 
the Voo Doos,” warned Bannister: “You can run but you 
can’t hide .. . we will make you melt away like dry ice 
up in vapor on a hot day and lose everything .. . no one 
will be able to help you.” 


.,.,., BOOK 
wae 2 |S 
OF THE WEEK. 
In South Caro- 
lina, the state 
General Assem- 
bly took under 
consider- 
ation the remov- 
al of a book 
from public li- 
brary shelves 
after Rep. Hen- 
ry Stuckey called 
the State Li- 
brary Board 
“either contami- 
nated or incom- 
petent.’’ The 
d 4 ony controver- 

Cover of book banned in S. C. sial publication: 
a 22-page children’s book, Swimming Hole, by Jerrold Beim, 
picturing Negro and white children swimming together. 
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,i.,. DETECTIVE 
a, oe. 2 eo 
WEEK. In New York, 
11-year-old Walter Buggs’ 
young German Shep- 
herd, Rex, his very first 
dog, broke from his leash 
and ran into a moving 
auto. Walter ran, picked 
up Rex in his arms and 
confronted the motorist. 
The man drove away. 
Later in court with tear- 
filled eyes, Walter 
pointed out Keen Sim- 
mons, 37, as the driver 
of the car that had 


killed Rex. “How do you — ks ra 
know this is the man?” Walter Buggs and new friend. 





asked the magistrate. Replied Walter: “I got his license 
number .. . I just kept it in my head. I cried all night 


but I kept saying the number over and over.” Simmons 
admitted hitting the dog, paid a $5 fine for leaving the 
scene of the accident. Later, Walter shed fresh tears. 
Reason: Sympathetic friends presented him with a new 
dog, and Walter cried with joy. 


...,... MISTAKE OF THE WEEK. Taken to a Detroit 
=== hospital in critical condition with burns about 
his head and chest, 37-year-old William Quick blamed it 
on his 60-year-old common-law wife, Debbie Royal. Ex- 
plained Quick: “I had been fussing with her between 
catnaps, but it wasn’t anything serious. Then I made a 
mistake and went to sleep. When I knew anything, she 
had thrown lye on me and was standing near the bed 
laughing.” 

Se S THEFT OF THE WEEK. In Chicago, teen-ager 
=== Robert Cannon was ordered to “sit out” 60 days 
in jail for theft while his case was continued under 
$10,000 bail. The stolen item: a city bus. 











Worns or tHe Weex 


John Wesley ate president of the dnahale Voters 
League, explaining how Negroes should face the future: 
“Trust God, those nine judges on the U. S. Supreme Court 
bench, and the NAACP.” 


Mrs. Faith Clemons, 23, explaining to a Detroit court her 
troubles with her husband, Robert: “His mother tells my 
husband that our four children are too light-skinned for 
him to be the father of them. I should know better than 
anybody else.” 





Autherine Lucy, describing her first day at the University 
of Alabama: “IJ tried to walk with dignity, but I later 
found out that meant being obnoxious.” 


Millard E. Tydings, ex-senator from Maryland, on equal 
rights: ‘If we are going to draft Negroes to fight and die 
for our country; if we are going to tax them, we have no 
alternative but to give them those opportunities afforded 
other citizens.” 


A 59-year-old bachelor, after being found not guilty by 
an Augusta, Ga., jury of charges he tried to rape his seven- 
year-old niece: “I highly appreciate that, Judge. I’ll never 
bother her again.” 


Rev. L. Roy Bennett, one of the 24 ministers indicted in 
the Montgomery, Ala., bus protest movement, addressing 
a Cleveland rally: “All we want is a 
dime’s worth of ride for 10 cents. We’re 
going to fight until we can sit down 
where we darn please.” 





Dorothy Dandridge, on women: “The 
human body is here to stay. Don’t think. 
Slink! And you’ll go places. Even if you 
never make the Big Time, look at the fun 
Dandridge you'll have en route!” 
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Fred Hess 
1] Fasts For Bus Strikers: Waging a one-man crusade of 
“fasting and prayer” in sympathy with Montgomery, 
Ala., Negro bus strikers, Rev. Russell Roberts reads the 
Bible from a rubber cot in the pulpit of Shiloh Baptist 
Church in Atlantic City. He will live on vegetable juice. 
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Theodore Gajjney 
Wi Fancy Eye Patch: Wearing an eye-appealing eye patch 
bedecked with rhinestones and sequins to match her $250 
copy of a Schiaparelli gown, Washington, D. C., designer 
Alcibia Murray gets dressed for a formal dance. She suf- 
fered recent eye injury, made patch from material scraps. 
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G. Marshall Wilson 
D1] Modern Touch For Ancient Tub: Reclining in an an- 
cient bathtub that once belonged to the British royal 
family, 19-year-old New Yorker June Hutchinson gives a 
modern look to the royal relic as she pretends to go 
scrubbing at a Madison Square Garden antique show. 
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Isaac Sutton 
W Light-Up Time: Sporting a king-sized cigar and draped 
in tobacco leaves, 18-year-old Chicago dramatic student 
Marguerite Davis puts in her plug for National Tobacco 
Distribution Week (March 27-April 2). Marguerite, a 
University of Illinois sophomore, seeks an acting career. 
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Howard Morehead 
Wi Newest Dancing Dandridge: Making her debut as a 
night club performer at Hollywood’s Moroccan, veteran 
radio actress Ruby Dandridge mugs through a comic song 
and dance routine. Mrs. Dandridge, mother of entertainer 
Dorothy and singer Vivian Dandridge, fronts a quartet. 
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Ned Kearney, 103, ex-slave who with 
his wife, Rosie, formed one of the world’s 
longest-married couples (82 years); of 
natural causes; at the Memphis home of 
his son, John. He was father of 19 chil- 
dren. .. . Mrs. Estelle C. Davis, 63, for 
30 years director of Cleveland’s Phyllis 
Wheatley Employment Bureau, where she 

“ helped place an estimated 30,000 job 
Ned Kearney seekers; of a heart ailment; in St. Luke’s 
Hospital .. . Dr. John A. Hibler, 44, prominent Kansas 
City, Mo., surgeon; of undisclosed causes .. . Dr. William 
Herbert, 60, a dentist; of a heart attack; at his Jamaica, 
L. I., home. 


| JOURNALISM 


Ala. Editor Dares N. Y. Post To Do Bias Series 

After white Montgomery, Ala., newspaper editor Grover 
C. Hall Jr. dared the New York Post newspaper to help 
him write a series on New York’s racial discrimination, 
Post editor James A. Wechsler assigned crack Negro news- 
man Ted Poston to write the articles. Suggesting that the 
stories appear simultaneously in the Post and Hall’s 
Montgomery Advertiser, Wechsler also proposed that 
Poston and Hall collaborate on a Montgomery series. 


Vanderbilt U. Publishes Race Relations Magazine 

A new magazine, dealing exclusively with the legal side 
of race relations, was published by the Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity School of Law in Nashville, Tenn. Entitled Race 
Relations Law Reporter, the new publication will be 
issued six times a year at a $2.00 subscription cost. 
Magazine For Teen-Agers Published In Chicago 

A new bi-monthly magazine, Teens and Twenties Re- 
view, specializing in teen-age news and pictures, was 
scheduled to begin publication in Chicago. 
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or 
lis RAVELOGUE Alyce Stewart, wife of Detroit’s Rev. Car- 
ne lyle Stewart of People’s Community Church and one of the 
ob top women golfers, perfected her swing with a month’s 
> S practice in Miami, then hopped over to Havana for her 
as Easter shopping .. . Home again from his first vacation 
m in 10 years, top New York investment broker Rudolph 
a, Renfrow who cruised 18 days in the Caribbean, quipped: 
“The best book to 
study before tak- 
ing a vacation is 
your check book.” 
fer 
slp > 
yn, Beauty Aides: 
7S- Styling her own 
he play suit creation 


ll’s at an Atlanta style 
rat show, pretty Mig- 
non Nance (c.) gets 
a helping hand 
ide with her outfit from 
~"" New York model 
ace Sara Lou Harris 
he (1.) and Bernice 
McGhee. Bernice is 
wearing an exclu- 
Sive creation by her 
Re- husband, Clark Col- 
Nas lege instructor W. 
V. Harper. 


































Wi Frat Queen: 
Chosen first 
queen of Alpha 
Kappa Chi Fra- 
ternity in De- 
troit on the ba- 
sis of her brains 
and beauty, La- 
Vertis Bradford 
is hoisted aloft 
with her roses 
and gold cup by 
Fraternity 
President Larry 
Harris and 
Treasurer Rob- 
ert Walker (1.) 





STAG LINE Although no announcement has been made 
by Chicago socialites Earl and Kathryn Dickerson, it 
is common knowledge in the college set that law student 
Nelson Brown of Loyola University will wed their daugh- 
ter, Diane (she will be graduated from Mills College in 
June), in what, without a doubt, will be the most brilliant 
social event of the year. Diane’s father is president of 
the Supreme Liberty Life Insurance Co.; Nelson’s (Sidney 
P. Brown) is a member of the Chicago Board of Educa- 
tion. .. . A light-fingered male house guest took French 
leave of his host, Philly’s “Giving Evangelist” Henry 
Huffman, and removed from the latter’s exotically-fur- 
nished Flamingo apartment several priceless art objects 
and the baby grand piano. ... On a recent New York 
visit, playboy George Carter of Winston-Salem, N. C., the 
former un-official “Mayor of Oak Bluffs,” upset Harlem’s 
socialite bistro, the Red Rooster, by flashing $100 bills 
and gilt-edge securities, bragged: “I’ve never had it so 
good. Do any of you starving guys want to return to 
Carolina with me and work on my family estate?” 
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Isaac Sutton 
\) Party Line: Feted with a birthday party that featured 
a real clown, Christine Marie Martin, 4, gets a birthday 
greeting over the toy phone of Jumbo the Clown. The 
party was given by her mother, Mrs. Christine Martin, and 
grandmother, Mrs. Mary Castleman, in Chicago. 
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STORY OF 1 \/EEK While on a government-spon- 
sored lecture tour of West Germany, Dr. Helen Edmonds 
attended a dance where a white GI stopped her on the 
floor, and asked: “Mammy, what are you doing here?” 
Admonished the unruffled Dr. Edmonds: “I’m attempting 
to build up goodwill for our country, and you should be 
doing the same!” 


COCKTAIL CHIT CHAT Although singing star Perry 
Como consistently refuses personal appearances, board 
member Jackie Robinson talked him into being guest of 
honor at the Harlem Branch YMCA’s Fourth Annual 
Royal Salute Party, slated for April 19 at the Savoy Ball- 
room ... There’s strife and anguish among wives of At- 
lanta’s bridge set whose husbands didn’t receive one of 
the 21 invitations to join the proposed Atlanta chapter 
of the Guardsmen .. . Detroit’s fabulous Dr. Alf Thomas 
Jr., who’s spearheading a $100-a-plate dinner at the Latin 
Quarter for the NAACP’s $100,000 Fight For Freedom Cam- 
paign, has seven white multi- millionaires on his commit- 
tee. Half of the 
400 reservations 
have been sold. 





iW Shriner Shine: 
Enjoying the 
annual Shrine 
Ball staged by 
Philadelphia’s 
Pyramid Temple 
No. 1, Maitland 
Russell (1.) and 
William Howe 
share fun with 
wives. Russell is 
one of youngest 
Pyramidians; 
Howe is one of 
oldest. 
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W Real Crazy Hats: Taking top honors at a Crazy Hat 
Dance staged by St. Louis’ Alpha chapter of Theta Nu 
Sigma beauticians sorority, Uliter Mack’s beauty products, 
Honey Williams’ bird cage and Lula Thompson’s car lot 
won (1. tor.), first to third prizes. 


VVEDDINGS when Patricia Proctor marched down the 
aisle of Allen Chapel in Ravenna, Ohio, to become the 
bride of John Balazs, her bridesmaid was Helen Simpson, 
television writer at Cleveland’s KWY. The girls’ friendship 
began in the summer of 1953 when they were students at 
Cambridge, England. The bride will graduate in June 
from Kent State College, where her husband is an art 
instructor. They have a dream cottage halfway between 
Ravenna and Kent, on an estate owned by another Kent 
State faculty member. ... For a wedding gift, soon-to- 
retire postal employee Arthur E. Gaines of Mount Vernon 
gave his bride, beauty shop owner Grace Crawford of 
Brooklyn, a home in the fashionakle Bryn Mawr section 
of Pennsylvania. ... At the 50th wedding anniversary of 
Sylvester Banks, retired postman of Augusta, Ga., and 
his wife Lillie May, their seven children gifted them with 
a $9,000 brick house which they (the children) had built. 
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** PEOPLE ARE 


>The simultaneous altar trips of Detroit’s Dr. Germany 
Bennet and his ex-wife, Mary Margaret. The day he 
married his former nurse, Cora Grinnage, the ex-Mrs. 
Bennet was saying “I do” to Detroit contractor and 
builder Monroe Dean at Louisville. 


That Virginia delegate to the Washington Civil Rights 
Conference who was seen being poured into his Wil- 
lard Hotel room about midnight, then staggering out 
of a fifth-floor Statler room at 5 a.m., necktie in his 
hand. He’s still looking for his hat and glasses. 


The son of a prominent Durham businessman whose 
escapades got him into a mental hospital after his 
money failed to turn the head of a pretty North Caro- 
lina College coed. Just before he was committed, he 
rammed his dad’s truck into his rival’s 55 Olds, cut 
the tires, broke out the windows and disconnected all 
wires. 


The fifth marriage of 22-year-old Flora D. Dutch of 
Savannah whose new “roommate” is furniture dealer 
Alfonzo Jefferson, 39, who was so enthusiastic about 
his “stick jumping” that he gave his wife a ’56 Cad- 
illac. 


* The rugged time Hoppy Adams, popular Baltimore disc 
jockey, is having in getting a divorce. So far he’s spent 
nearly $2,000 on lawyers and detectives trying to set up 
a divorce trial. But he’s sure at least of the loyalty of 
his “lady-in-waiting,” glamorous Bette Sterling, who 
has been waiting for him for three years. 


skThe “Sportsman of the Year” party for Harlem’s 


‘Chink Cunningham at Creole Pete Robertson’s uptown 
Pink Angel. Located in the same cellar made famous 
by Lucky Roberts, the party drew so many people the 
waiters were actually serving drinks on the sidewalk! 
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TALKING ABOUT 








That “unannounced” quickie plane trip Dinah Wash- 
ington made to Los Angeles to put a Club Oasis chor- 
ine “straight” on what would happen if she didn’t 
leave the singer’s current boy friend alone. The gent 
in question is the guy who gave Dinah that big dia- 
mond ring for Xmas. 


The “quiet” divorce suit filed by Durham, N. C., medico 
Dr. Leroy R. Swift against his wife of 16 years, Gladys, 
on grounds of a two-year separation. He filed suit 28 
miles away, in Raleigh, but “somehow” the news 
“leaked” back to Durham the same afternoon. 


Dr. Alva V. Harper, well-known Washington physician 


who has appealed his conviction in the U. S. District 
Court for D. C. and is continuing medical practice at 
his 1814 “S” St., N. W., offices. 


The once-a-week flights to Havana made by Bob Phil- 
lips of Sinky Rogers’ Miami Band Box Tonsorial Parlor 
to process Nat (King) Cole’s locks while Nat was at the 
Tropicana Club. Bob won the trips in a shop competi- 
tion for the coveted assignment against Cleave Grier 
and Johnny Williams. 


The way 29-year-old Cleveland Urban League Indus- 
trial Secretary Charles (Chuck) Patterson “plays the 
field.”” He’s dated so many schoolteachers he became 
known as “The Teacher’s Pet.” Today, as a social 
worker, he’s seen around town with three different 
case workers—a Chinese, a Negro, a Nordic. 


>The wonderful explanation ex-dancer and fashion 


show promoter Rosetta Reifer gave after she threw 
bricks through the ground floor windows of the swank 
St. Albans, L. I., home of her estranged husband, 
Walter, the realtist: “The place belongs to me, too, 
and I can break the windows if I want to!” 

—DaNn BURLEY 
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Sues Okla. Real Estate Board For $150,000 

A $150,000 damage suit was filed against the Oklahoma 
Real Estate Comm. by A. B. (Judge) McDonald of Okla- 
homa City when the commission failed to accept his ap- 
plication for a real estate license. 


Dixie Whites Boycott ‘Pro-Negro’ Businesses 


Several white businesses rumored to be in favor of mixed 4 


schools, are being boycotted by southern whites, accord- 
ing to the Wall Street Journal. Those involved include 
Ford Motor Co., Coca-Cola, and Philip Morris cigarettes. 


Fe i i hill 


LADY BUILDER FINISHING UP 


In the building world of brick, lumber and concrete, a 
woman home builder is as rare as a Dutch rose blooming 
atop Georgia’s Stone Mountain. But a 32-year-old Brook- 
lyn-born real estate and insurance broker, Ernesta Bow- 
man Procope, who invaded the rugged man’s world with 
vigor and vision, has proved to be one of the rarities. 
She recently finished up her first project, the $175,000, 
11-unit Brinkerhoff Homes in suburban St. Albans, L. L., 
and this spring will embark on seven more homes for 
the project, boosting the total investment to more than 
$300,000. 

As the first Negro woman builder in New York state and 
one of a scant half-dozen in the U. S., Mrs. Procope has 
had her problems. Once a sub-contractor walked off the 
job, left a crew of cement finishers short a week’s pay. 
The lady builder had to resort to the housewife’s all too 
familiar trick of paring her budget, paid off the men 
and got the work back on schedule. Now, with six homes 
already sold at $15,500 each, all 19 of her six-room brick 
units are scheduled for completion by the end of the year. 

Pert Mrs. Procope first put her dainty hands into buying 
and selling real estate 10 years ago. When her former 
husband died in 1953 she took over the Albin H. Bowman 
Co. and now averages 12 to 14 hours a day seeing some 
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Atlantan Says Strikers Tried To Burn His Home 

A 60-year-old Atlanta strikebreaker, Will Newsome, told 
police someone poured kerosene under the front door of 
his home and ignited it in what he believed to be a move 
against his continuing to work at the strikebound Ray- 
lock Co. plant. 


Negroes Admitted To White Union In Nashville 

A small group of Negro employees at Nashville’s Cros- 
ley-Bendix plant were “voted into membership in Lodge 
735 of the Machinists International Assn. 


$300,000 NEW YORK PROJECT 

10,000 clients yearly. Still, she is the rare combination of 
successful career woman and housewife. Married to ad 
agency market specialist John Procope Jr. since June, 
1954, she and her husband have one important personal 
project: a “dream house” of their own. 


Builder Procope shows model home to Assemblyman B. L. Baker. 
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| RELIGION | 


Ousted Member Jailed For Setting Church Afire 

A woman who admitted setting a church afire because 
it had withdrawn her membership when it was found 
she had two living husbands and no divorce, was jailed 
in Elberton, Ga. Cassie Anna Foster, recent bride of 
James Foster, failed to post $750 bond. 


Methodists Favor Mixed Churches, Survey Shows 

More than half of the nation’s Methodists believe there 
should be no racial segregation in their churches, accord- 
ing to a survey conducted by Dr. Murray H. Leiffer of the 
Garrett Biblical Institute in Evanston, Ill., and published 
in the Christian Advocate. 


Daytona Beach To Have First Mixed Easter Services 

An interracial Easter sunrise service will be held in Day- 
tona Beach, Fla., through efforts of the Ministerial Asso- 
ciation, one of the first integrated ministers’ groups in 
the South. Services will be preceded by a Good Friday 
exchange of pulpits by several Negro and white pastors. 


Church Por- 
trait: After tiny 
Mt. Olive Bap- 
tist Church of 
Gary, Ind., pur- 
chased an organ 
to add “inspira- 
tion” to its serv- 
ices, Rev. R. B. 
Putman (1.) and 
deacon Robert 
Lucas received a 
church portrait 
from Sidney B. 
McAllister of 
Hammond Or- 
gan Company. 





























Wi Golden Anniversary: Bound for Washington, D. C.’s 
Church of God and a 50th wedding anniversary celebra- 
tion, Elder and Mrs. Solomon Lightfoot Michaux (c.) 
accept congratulations from New York manufacturer 
Frank Collman and his mother, Mrs. Silvia Collman. 


Kentucky Pastor Fined $3,229 In Assault Case 

A 70-year-old AMEZ minister, Rev. Louis C. Taylor, who 
sued a tenant for allegedly assaulting him when he went 
to his home to collect rent, then was countersued by the 
tenant, Charles Craycroft, was ordered to pay him $3,229 
in Louisville, Ky. Earlier Craycroft was awarded $407, but 
Judge Raymond C. Stephenson said the award was too 
small to compensate for Craycroft’s injuries. The court 
also had ruled that Taylor’s injuries were faked. 


Prophet Jones Aide Fined On Theft Charges 

A disciple of Detroit religious cult leader Prophet Jones, 
Alfred D. Thomas, 26, was fined $25 for shoplifting 10 
hams and several biblical texts from a supermarket. 
Thomas, who was seen stuffing the one-pound hams into 
a leather case, said they were to be used at an annual 
Lenten dinner at one of the Prophet’s churches. He added 
that he intended to pay for the items. 
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‘Just What Is The NAACP?’ in U. S. NEWS AND WORLD REPORT: 
In “A Look at the No. 1 Weapon Against Segregation,” 
U. S. News and World Report declares that, “To many 
people, NAACP has become a fighting term.” It “turns up 
in every court case and in nearly every outbreak of vio- 
lence growing out of the current drive for integration of 
the races.” The 1954 Supreme Court School desegregation 
order tremendously affected this once financially-under- 
nourished, little-publicized organization, and “opened an 
electrifying new outlook for NAACP. The association be- 
lieves that the decision doomed racial segregation in all 
kinds of public facilities,” and “has assumed leadership 
in the effort to put the court’s decision into effect.” The 
article reveals that the NAACP membership, 130,000 in 
1948, is now 300,000, and that its 1955 income was about 
$1,179,605. Among other things it points out: 1) The 
NAACP is campaigning to abolish all racial discrimination 
by 1963; 2) it is preparing 20 desegregation cases in eight 
southern states; 3) it denies putting Autherine Lucy into 
the University of Alabama, but now aids her. 


‘A Talk With William Faulkner’ In THE REPORTER: “Negroes are 
right in their drive for integration now,” says Pulitzer 
Prize-winning Mississippi author William Faulkner in an 
interview with London Times correspondent Russell Howe. 
But “go slow” is Faulkner’s repeated appeal as he surveys 
Dixie temper and finds whites ready for another Civil 
War. They are not intelligent enough to “stop dead after 
90 years of wrongdoing,” and must feel reform “is not 
being forced but is spontaneous.” Adds Faulkner: eco- 
nomics is the root of the South’s trouble. Cotton planters 
must tell poor white folk that the Negro is going to 
violate his daughter. But all they want is a system of 
peonage to produce cotton at the highest rate of profit. 
The novelist recommends re-education of whites and 
Negroes, put admits only the latter are interested. 
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Negro Grid Star Gets Oklahoma U. Scholarship 

An Oklahoma City prep football star may become the 
first Negro to play with the University of Oklahoma var- 
sity grid team. Prentice Gautt, star fullback of Oklahoma 
City’s Douglass High School, has announced his accept- 
ance of a four-year university scholarship and Bud Wil- 
kerson, coach of the National Champions, has been 
quoted as promising him every chance to make good. 
Md. Sports Group Accepts Negro Preps 

By a vote of 16-2, the Maryland Scholastic Assn. ap- 
proved membership applications of two Baltimore Negro 
high schools, Dunbar and Carver. 





Wl Wrestler Joe Louis: Former heavyweight champion Joe 
Louis, weighing 240 pounds, punishes Cowboy Rocky Lee, 
a 320-pound Texan, with a headlock before knocking him 
out of ring with a forearm smash to end their boxer vs. 
wrestler match in Washington in 11 minutes. The ref- 
eree, ex-heavyweight champion, Jersey Joe Walcott, lost 
a previous bout to wrestler Nature Boy Rogers. 
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Trinidad Runner Sets 220-Yard Record 
Mike Agostini of Trinidad ran the 220-yard dash in the 
world-record time of 20.1s in a meet at Bakersfield, Cal. 
A sophomore at Fresno State College, Agostini eclipsed the 
record of 20.2s set by Mel Patton in 1949. Three of five 
watches caught Agostini in 20.1. There was no wind. 


Satch Paige Signs With Birmingham Club 

Satchel Paige, the ancient and fabulous right-hander, 
signed a 1956 player-manager contract with the Birming- 
ham Black Barons, according to team owner Floyd Me- 
shad. Believed to be 55 years old, Paige declared that he 
can still fire “that old fast ball for four or five innings.” 
The 38-year-old Barons will operate independently this 
year, may be renamed Birmingham Giants. 


Maurice Stokes Wins N. Y. Rookie Cage Award 

Maurice (The Magnificent) Stokes, 6-7 Rochester 
Royals star, was named the outstanding rookie in pro 
basketball by the Metropolitan Basketball Writers Assn. 
of New York. He will receive the first Hy Turkin Award, 
to be given in memory of the late New York Daily News 
sports writer. 
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BILL RUSSELL, INDIANA PREPSTER 


Capping a brilliant season in a string of tournaments 
from coast to coast, the nation’s basketball stars went on 
a binge of sensational performances, leaving millions of 
fans limp from thrills, hoarse from cheering. Shining 
brightest in the galaxy were: 

e Bill Russell, San Francisco All-American center, who 
set up an iron curtain around his goal and: 1) scored 21 
points as the Dons defeated UCLA, 72 to 61, in the Far 
West NCAA regional at Corvalis, Ore.; 2) scored 27 points 
as the Dons won the regional final, and their 53rd straight 
game, defeating Utah, 92 to 77. 

@ Oscar Robertson, a 6-4, 187-pound schoolboy who led 
the Crispus Attucks Tigers of Indianapolis to their second 
consecutive Indiana ].igh school championship. Attucks 
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bh] Chase Is On: Bennie Swain (1.) of Texas Southern Uni- 
versity and players from McNeese State College of Louisi- 
ana chase loose ball in finals of NAIA tournament at Kan- 
sas City. Texas Southern bowed to McNeese, 60 to 55, after 
making historic sweep to finals. Tennessee State and Cen- 
tral State also participated in 32-team tournament. 
BRILLIANT IN CAGE TOURNEYS 
defeated Lafayette Jefferson, 79 to 57, to become the first 
undefeated titleholder (31 straight wins this year, a two- 
season total of 45 consecutive victories). Robertson set a 
single-game scoring record with 39 points in the final, a 
tournament record of 106 points in four games. The Cris- 
pus Attucks coach is Ray Crowe, whose teams have won 
156 games against only 14 losses in six years. He is a 
brother of Milwaukee Braves infielder George Crowe. 

e@ Carl Cain, who scored 16 points in a five-minute 
stretch, and a total of 34 points to lead Iowa to an 89 to 77 
victory over Kentucky in the Midwest NCAA regional. 

@ Hal (King) Lear, brilliant guard, whose two free 
throws with two seconds left to play gave Temple a 60 to 
58 victory over Canisius in the Eastern NCAA regional. 
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Wi Batting Les- 
son: Ernie 
Banks, brilliant 
Chicago Cubs 
shortstop, gives 
a “batting les- 
son” to his wife, 
Louise, at spring 
training campin 
Mesa, Ariz. No 
stranger to 
sports, Mrs. 
Banks once 
scored 30 points 
in a basketball 
game. 





Mal Whitfield Hits Jamaicans’ ‘Padded Bills’ 

Mal Whitfield, two-time Olympics champion, charged 
in Los Angeles that Jamaican track stars are the “worst 
offenders” in accepting excessive expense money for com- 
peting in American meets. “I know of cases where some 
Jamaicans received round-trip expenses from Jamaica to 
four different California meets and never left the state,” 
Mal said, “blasting” the AAU’s life ban on Wes Santee. 





Writers Praise Russell, He Praises K. C. Jones 

The nation’s sports writers acclaimed Bill Russell, 
the phenomenal University of San Francisco center, 
as college basketball’s “Player of the Year.’ In a 
poll conducted by the United Press, Russell collected 
six times as many votes as runner-up Robin Free- 
man of Ohio State (182 to 34). But the modest star 
gave all credit for his success to a teammate, USF 
guard and captain K. C. Jones. “Without K. C.,” Bill 
said, “I would be nothing.” 
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INSIDE SPORTS 


By A. S. “Doc”? Young 


For all sad words of tongue or pen, 
The saddest are these: “It might have been.” 

John Greenleaf Whittier wrote those words, and 
many men know the truth of them. The nooks and 
crannies of sport are filled with athletes who must 
forever wonder how “it might have been” had Lady 
Luck smiled instead of frowned when a smile meant 
a base hit, a clutch play, escape from bad injury. 
Take the case of Kenny Washington. 

Fifteen, sixteen, years ago, Kenny was a great 
star at UCLA. He was a peerless football player. He 
was a great runner and a great passer. He could, 
when he wanted to, throw a football 90 yards. A 
teammate of his named Al Martell told a Los 
Angeles sports writer named Maxwell Stiles that 
Kenny might have thrown the ball from goal to 
goal with proper inspiration—like a thousand bucks. 
But when Kenny got a chance with the big pros, it 
was too late for stardom. 

One of Kenny’s UCLA teammates was Jackie 
Robinson. A few years from now, Jackie’s name 
most deservedly will be enshrined in baseball’s Hall 
of Fame. Kenny never got the break Branch Rickey 
gave Jackie. Yet in the same college baseball, he 
was a .400 hitter. He played shortstop. Martell says 
Kenny’s arm was so strong “he used to have our 
first baseman jumping with agony when he cut 
loose.” Martell added: “Where Washington would 
have gone in pro baseball is something to contem- 
plate. He was definitely a victim of baseball’s color 
line at that time.” Who knows what might have 
been? As Bret Harte said: 

More sad are these we daily see: 
It is, but hadn’t ought to be. 
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Wi Basketball Magic: Reece (Goose) Tatum (r.), famed 
court clown and shotmaker, explains some of his basket- 
ball magic to movie actress Luana Lee during halftime 
of a game in Los Angeles. Helping is Marques Haynes, co- 
owner with Tatum of the touring Harlem Magicians. 


Kansas Star, Wilt The Stilt, To Miss Olympics 

Wilt (The Stilt) Chamberlain, the seven-foot Kansas 
University basketball whiz, will be unable to represent the 
United States in next fall’s Olympics in Australia. Reason: 
Wilt is a freshman and Big Seven Conference rules bar 
freshmen from: 1) Olympic eligibility through their col- 
leges, and 2) playing with outside amateur teams that 
might qualify them for the Olympics. 





Spartans Name McCoy Most Valuable Player 

Members of the Michigan State Spartans basketball 
team named Julius McCoy, the school’s record-breaking 
scorer, as their most valuable player. The vote for McCoy 
was unanimous. 
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ICINE | 


Cleveland Medic Wins $23,793.75 In - uit 

Damages of $23,793.75 were awarded to Dr. B. H. Law- 
rence after the Ohio Supreme Court upheld two lower 
court judgments against the Cleveland Transit System 
for injuries he suffered in 1953 when a city bus ran a red 
light and crashed into his automobile. Meanwhile, the 
doctor has another suit for $2,400 damages to his car 
pending against the company. 
Chicago Council Outlaws City Hospital Bias 

An ordinance outlawing hospital discrimination was 
unanimously passed by the Chicago City Council. Intro- 
duced by Negro aldermen William Harvey and Kenneth 
Campbell, the ordinance has been pending since 1954, 
after a study revealed less than one per cent of Chicago’s 
Negroes were admitted to private hospitals. 











i New Private Hospital For Memphis: Dedicated as the 
first city-operated medical institution exclusively for 
private Negro patients, the 7-story, 128-bed E. H. Crump 
Memorial Hospital offers private rooms at $15 daily, semi- 
private rooms for $10, 4-bed quarters for $8. 
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Wi Makes Heart 
History: The 
first person ever 
to undergo a 
bloodless heart 
operation at 
Freedmen’s Hos- 
pital in Wash- 
ington, D. C., 
Mrs. Missouri 
Holmes, 28, holds 
plastic replica of 
organ. In opera- 
tion, blood was 
drained from 
body and patient 
chilled in refrig:- 
erator. 








A 42-year-old Philadelphia physician, Dr. Listervelt S 
Winfree, was arrested and held on $1,500 bail after a 
schoolteacher, Doris Riley, 26, accused him of performing 
two illegal operations on her. Miss Riley said the doctor 
charged her $125 for the operations because she was only 
six weeks pregnant. Dr. Winfree was arrested, then freed, 
in 1951 and 1952 on similar charges, according to police. 


Texas County Medical Group Admits Ist Negroes 
Four Negro physicians were admitted to the Tarrant 
County (Tex.) Medical Assn. and became the group’s first 
colored members. They are Doctors J. M. Burnett, 
Marion J. Brooks, Anderson A. Griffin and James E. 
Guinn. Action of the local group followed a change in the 
state association’s by-laws removing racial barriers. 


Medic Appointed To Ohio Town’s Board Of Health 

Dr. William D. Patton, 38, was appointed to a four-year 
term on the Middletown (Ohio) Board of Health and be- 
came the first Negro so honored. 
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\ ENTERTAINMENT _| 


Louise Beavers II] From ‘Mystery Ailment’ 

Actress Louise Beavers is confined in Los Angeles Uni- 
versity Hospital reportedly “seriously ill” from an ailment 
which the hospital, her doctor, and her husband refused 
to discuss. Leroy Moore, husband of the actress, told 
JET: “I can’t discuss the matter. She is in the hospital 
for a check-up.” Miss Beavers recently returned from a 
six-month tour as a member of the Mae West show. 


Dorothy Dandridge To Play London’s Savoy Hotel 
Entertainer Dorothy Dandridge will begin a four-week 
stint at London’s plush Savoy Hotel April 10. 





D1] Piano Roll: Asked to bring in her 70-year-old piano 
for a Paris cafe party at which Princess Margaret will be 
the guest of honor, jazz pianist Winifred Atwell gets a 
helping hand from former world light heavyweight boxing 
champion Freddie Mills in moving the ancient upright. 
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D1 Private Audi- 
tion: Rendering 
a private per- 
formance for TV 
singer Carol 
Bennett, crooner 
Johnny Hart- 
man and his 
one-woman au- 
dience relax in 
the splendor of 
The Living 
Rocm, a plush, 
$50,000 New 
York supper 
club, which fea- 
tures a wood- 
fireplace and 
easy chairs. 





Louis Peterson Drama On Goodyear TV Playhouse 

An original television play by Louis Peterson, the young 
Negro playwright who scored on Broadway with Take A 
Giant Step, will be presented on NBC-TV’s Goodyear 
Playhouse at 9 p.m. (EST) March 25. The play, which 
Peterson calls Joey, is a story of a clumsy, misunderstood 
boy who gains self-respect through encouragement of a 
tough neighborhood girl. 


Basie Set For CBS Rock And Roll Radio Show 

Count Basie’s band, featuring Joe Williams, completed 
tape recordings of the first in a series of rock and roll 
shows for CBS network radio. The half-hour, once-weekly 
broadcasts to debut March 24, will feature New York disc 
jockey Allan Freed as master of ceremonies, with guest 
artists LaVern Baker, The Teen-agers, The Chordettes, 
Tony Bennett and others. 
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Emilio Bacardi. 





Mahalia Jackson To Appear On TV For Mamie 

Gospel singer Mahalia Jackson will appear in a CBS-TV 
command performance for Mamie Eisenhower at 1 p.m. 
(EST), March 22. The occasion will be a belated birthday 
luncheon for the President’s wife, given by a group of 
Washington wives. Miss Jackson, one of the first lady’s 
favorite artists, will sing Swing Low, Sweet Chariot, Steal 
Away To Jesus, and perhaps two other numbers that Mrs. 
Eisenhower has requested. 


Ohio Theater Eviction Suit Goes Into 2nd Trial 

A $5,500 damage suit against the Mohawk Theater in 
Waynesboro, Ohio, which allegedly evicted John Kelly 
from its “white only” section, was scheduled for second 
trial in Canton after a jury deadlocked following five 
hours of deliberation. Kelly sued Manager Ralph Bev- 
ington, who said the Negro left voluntarily. Eight similar 
suits against the theater are pending. 



























WM The ‘King’ 
Reigns: Holding 
“court” for dig- 
nitaries who 
crammed Ha- 
vana’s famous 
Tropicana night 
club for his 
show, singer Nat 
(King) Cole 
greets (1.-r.) Al 
Steele, Pepsi- 
Cola president; 
his wife, actress 
Joan Crawford; 
writer Francois 
Baguer and fa- 
mous rum man- 
ufacturer, Mfrs. 























)) Mixed Emotions: While TV stars Marie Wilson and Ken 
Murray swing into a tune at the famed New Frontier Hotel 
in Las Vegas, the Delta Rhythm Boys, who appear with 
Murray’s Blackouts Of 1956 at the glittering hostelry, dis- 
play mixed emotions at the quality of the music. The show 
has broken all existing records at the hotel, including the 
one set by Sammy Davis Jr. during his last stint there. 


Dandridge Reported Signed For $2 Million Film 

Entertainer Dorothy Dandridge signed to appear in a 
$2 million Technicolor-CinemaScope film with Maurice 
Chevalier, Yma Sumac and Edith Piaf, according to a 
Mexican film firm. Aliaza Films said the picture is tenta- 
tively titled Music Today And Always, and is slated to be 
a year in production. 


Gary Crosby To Join ‘Satchmo’ For Aussie Tour 

Jazz trumpeter Louis (Satchmo) Armstrong will be re- 
joined by crooner Bing Crosby’s singing son, Gary, for a 
spring tour that will take them to Australia. Young 
Crosby received part of his show business apprenticeship 
under Armstrong, a frequent pariner of his father, last 
year. 
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A A blonde Pittsburgh rec- 
ord dealer is blowing her 
top over a member of the 
Cadillacs quartet. She fol- 
lows them around the coun- 
try and has already threat- 
ened to commit suicide if 
he doesn’t marry her. 


A A California firm gave 
singer Little Richard a 
year’s free supply of tutti- 
fruitti ice cream since his 
tune of the same name be- 
came a juke box hit. 


A Aviation authorities 
turned down Baltimore 
platter-spinner Hotrod Hul- 
bert’s request to land his 
helicopter atop the Royal 
Theater. 


A To make certain that his 
Montgomery bus boycott 
sympathy “fast and pray- 
ing” strike got front-page 
publicity, Atlantic City’s 
Rev. Russell Roberts im- 
ported Chicago press agent 
Al Duckett, who asked Joe 
Louis to go down and pose 
for pictures with the dap- 
per bachelor minister. 


A When Mrs. Dorothy 
Schiff, owner of the New 
York Post newspaper, of- 
fered Autherine Lucy a cou- 
ple hundred dollars to buy 
some clothes, the expelled 
University of Alabama coed 
modestly turned it down. 
A Latest book to hit the 
stands on the Emmett Till 
murder case is Time Bomb, 
written by newspaperman- 
politician Julius Adams’ 
concert pianist wife, Olive. 
A A group of sepia Har- 
lem numbers kings have 
been threatened with gang- 
land treatment by white 
mobsters, who insist that 
they cut the pay-off on hits 
frem 6-1 to 5-1. 


A Before Earl (Sportin’ 
Life) Jackson left New 
York to rejoin the touring 
Porgy And Bess troupe in 
Dusseldorf, Germany, he 
cut a record entitled Coyote 
for Caravan label. For au- 
thenticity, he patterned his 
voice after coyote howls 
flown in on tape recordings 
from Nebraska. 
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Billy Eckstine 
64 


© A As a result of a few backstage acci- 


dents during a cross-country tour, Ruth 
Brown and Claudia Swann, singer with 
Buddy Griffin’s band, are feuding. 


A For the first time in their careers, 
Count Basie and members of his band 
will wear white ties and tails when 
they play at the Gaylords’ ‘ormal in 
June. 


A Businessman Bert Green broke his 
leg while on his honeymoon with the 
former Dorothy Melville, whose super- 
market tycoon brother, George, is rated 
Harlem’s top bachelor. 


A Johnny Bradford didn’t contest the 
divorce suit filed by his wife, singer- 
pianist Una Mae Carlisle, in Springfield, 
Ohio. The divorce becomes final next 
month. 


A The night watchman at the Theresa 
Hotel, William Bell, has finished his 
third book on the Negro in business. He 
holds three degrees from New York Uni- 
versity. 


A A reconciliation is brewing between 
Billy Kyle, pianist with Louis Arm- 
strong’s band, and his wife, Singsi, bar- 
maid at Bowman’s Sugar Hill tavern. 


A Although Eddie Fisher wanis Billy 
Eckstine to become his summer TV re- 
placement, his sponsors (Coca-Cola) still 
aren’t convinced that their southern 
market would like the idea. 


A Dress designer Gloria Powell models 
her own clothes at fashion shows. Her 
near-perfect figure has won her many 
prizes in bathing beauty contests. 
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A Actor Dots Johnson, who played the 
role of Julian Black in the Joe Louis 
Story, is trying to collect $2,000 in bo- 
nuses from the movie’s producers. 

A Uleric Ferguson, the Nassau play- 
boy, has a blonde Chicago tavern owner 
and a Harlem barmaid fighting. They 
staged a hair-pulling bout when they 
met while visiting him in the Bahamas. 
A Gospel singer Ethel Davenport Ban- 
nister’s concert in Jacksonville was held 
up an hour while she settled an $83 tax 
bill with Internal Revenue agents, who 
had threatened to attach the box office 
money. 

A Mrs. Louis Armstrong spent $2,500 
on a special gown after she received 
an invitation to be a guest at the Grace 
Kelly-Prince Rainier wedding in Mon- 
aco. 

A An insurance firm turned down co- 
median Pigmeat Markham’s request to 
insure his famous baggy pants and 
oversized shoes stage costume for $5,000. 
He’s worn them for 25 years. 

A Michael Ashwood, a onetime Broad- 
way producer, who was the late Marcus 
Garvey’s brother-in-law, died of a stroke. 
His show, Policy Kings, flopped after a 
week’s run. 

A Jazz pianist Dorothy Donegan has 
resumed her engagement at The Embers 
cafe. 

A Bandleader Ivory Joe Hunter can- 
celed three dance dates to take his 
band (at his own expense) to Kirbyville, 
Texas, and play for a benefit at the 
Sunday School he attended as a teen- 
ager. —MAJoR ROBINSON 
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~ P. Markham 


~ Joe Hunter 
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George Kirby To Return To Steve Allen Show 
Telented comic-mimic George Kirby, 
whose last guest appearance on Steve 
Allen’s show, Tonight, drew a flood of fan 
mail, will return as Allen’s guest star 
(Friday, March 23, at 11:30 p. m., EST). 
Famous for his imitations of celebrities, 
the 32-year-old, Chicago-born stage vet- 
eran will be appearing the same week at 
New York’s Palace Theater. Other Ne- 
groes scheduled to appear on radio and 
television this week include: George Kirby 
Fred O’Neal on Playwrights 56 (Tuesday, March 27, at 9:31 
p. m., EST) on NBC-TV. 
Nat (King) Cole on the Ed Sullivan Show (Sunday, March 
25, 8 p. m., EST) on CBS-TV. 
Louis Armstrong on Weekday (Friday, March 23, at 2:1i 
p. m., EST) on NBC radio. 
Diahann Carroll on the Kathy Godfrey Show (Saturday. 
March 24, at 1:30 p. m., EST) on CBS radio. 
The Teddy Wilson Trio on Basin Street Jazz (Saturday 
March 24, at 10 p. m., EST) on CBS radio. 
Ralph (Tiger) Jones vs. Charley Humez in a 10-roun 
middleweight bout (Friday, March 23, at 10 p. m., EST) 
on NBC-TV. 
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ERE NOT CELEBRITIES 
UST HAPPY EBONY READERS! 


Every month the nation’s best photogra- 
phers, reporters and writers combine their 
talents to bring you excit- 
ing stories about how 
Negro America lives. You 
can keep up to date on 
all phases of Negro life 
by subscribing to EBONY 
today. \ 

~ 

















CLIP 
COUPON 
BELOW 















NTHS ao - AND MAIL 
‘day@r JUST ee Ss pie] +y.\ @! 
wof3.00 
cST)R 

r = = = oe 2 & 2 se oe Ue ™ 
—i 1 EBONY — 1820 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago 14, Illinois , 
“Xouwf § Please send EBONY every month. | am enclosing 4 
Fowlkeh § payment of $3.00 i 
under , Nome_— — —a a * i 
strong PLEASE PRINT : 
S Mic Be Address H 

. City — Zone Stote ____. # 

Va See eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee oo le | 





















The Sparkling 
touch of 


loveliness! 


AMEX 


SPECIAL 
a HAIR POMADE 
SPECIAL A Lanolin-rich medicated 
> . HAIR POMADE Pomade that benefits you 
gga ea scalp while it beautifies you 


hair! Hundreds of users testify; 
that they have benefited by 
this marvelous scalp stimu- 
lant. And it makes your hair 
so soft... so lovely ... easy 
to manage! 50c plus tox 


AGS NEWS & HAIR COMPAN 


ATLANTIC CITY, NEW JERSE 

















